memories

A mother and daughter have set up a
business creating beautiful keepsakes to
keep wedding memories alive for ever
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olding onto magical moments of
H the big day can be quite difficult

when there are so many things to
do and lots of people who need your
attention. But now two East Anglian artists

have found a way of keeping mementoes
close and warm.

Pauline German and her daughter, Kelly
McClorey, have designed a way to stitch
keepsakes into quilts, wall hangings and
cushions to capture moments which you
wish could last and they create works of
very personal art especially for wedding
days and anniversaries.

“We all like to keep things from special
occasions but they get put away in a
drawer or a box and gather dust. We use
them to decorate something which is
beautiful for your home and can be

seen and used every day if you wish,”
said Pauline.

They weave together remnants of material
from clothes worn at special occasions
with embroidered images of real people
and places taken from photos on the day.
They create a patchwork of fabrics, each
of which is a reminder of what was seen
on the day, and then attach pretty crystals,
buttons or trimmings.

Then the patchwork is padded and edged
and, depending on the commission, can
be turned into a wall hanging or a
decorative quilt.

“We can even recapture images of an
event or a celebration if they only have a
photograph for us to work from because
we both love fabrics and are always
trawling sales and looking though remnant
boxes so we match the colours and find
little trimmings that spark the right
memories,” said Kelly, who lives

near Ramsey.

Kelly, 32, did a fashion design degree at
Manchester. “It was my wedding three
years ago that first gave us the idea to set
up our own business,” she said.

“I love vintage fabrics and found a
wonderful old lace dress to wear for the
ceremony, | wanted a really country feel
to the wedding. Mum has always been
brilliant at needlework and made the
bridesmaid’s outfits. It was a wonderful
day in June, with a marquee in the garden
here and lots of my favourite greens with
pretty pinks and sweet peas.”

They chose flamboyant, vivid green
Shamrock chrysanthemums and
bridegroom Ciaran, who works in IT in
Cambridge, and other males in the
wedding party, including her dad Rob and






